SARDINIA-----SAKL

hospitality, but the family feud or vendetta
still exists. Education is in a very back-
ward state, and altogether civilization is
rather primitive. The early history of the
island is involved in much obscurity. It
passed from Carthage to Rome in 238 B.C.,
and latterly came successively into the hands
of the Vandals, the Goths, the Longobards,
and Saracens. In 1297 Boniface VIIL in-
vested the kings of Aragon with Sardinia,
and it continued in the possession of Spain
till 1708, when it was taken possession of
by the British. By the Peace of Utrecht
it fell to Austria, and in 1720 to the House
of Savoy, being from that time onward part
of the kingdom of Sardinia. See next
article. Pop. 730,240.

Sardinia, KINGDOM OP, a former king-
dom of the south of Europe, composed of
the Island of Sardinia, the Duchy of Savoy,
the Principality of Piedmont, the County
of Nice, the Duchy of Genoa, and parts of
the Duchies of   Montferrat and   Milan;
28,229 square miles; pop. (1858), 5,194,807.
In 1720 Victor Amadeus II., duke of Sa-
voy, on receiving the island of Sardinia in
exchange for Sicily, took the title of King
of Sardinia.   He was succeeded by Charles
Emmanuel III., Victor Amadeus III., and
Charles Emmanuel IV., who in 1802 abdi-
cated in favour of his brother Victor Em-
manuel I., the royal family bavin0" by this
time, during the domination of Napoleon,
taken refuge on the island of Sardinia.   In
1814 the king returned to Turin, where the
seat of government was established.    An
insurrection occasioned his abdication in
1821 in favour of Charles Felix, who, after
a reign of ten years, was succeeded by
Charles Albert.   In 1848 he headed the
league  which endeavoured to drive the
Austrians from Italy.   The defeat of the
Sardinian forces at Novara (1849) by Ha-
detsky, however, caused him to abdicate in
favour of his son Victor Emmanuel IL
The position of Sardinia was strengthened
by the part which it played (1854) in the
Crimean war, while in 1859 the co-operation
of France was secured in a war against
Austria.    The brief campaign which fol-
lowed ended in the defeat of the Austrians
at Magenta and Solferino, and led to Sar-
dinia receiving a large increase of territory,
though she had to cede Savoy and Nice to
France. Soon after this the Sardinian King-
" <lom was merged in a united Italian King-
dom under Victor Emmanuel.   See Italy.
Sardis, or SABDES, the ancient capital of

Lydia, on the river Pactolus, not far from
the mount Tmolus. Under the Persians it
was a magnificent city on the commercial
route from Asia to Europe. Sardis was
the seat of one of the seven churches of the
Apocalypse. A small village with some
ruins stands at present on its site.
Sard'onyx, a precious stone, a beautiful
and rare variety of onyx, consisting of alter-
nate layers of sard and white chalcedony.
The name has sometimes been applied to a
reddish-yellow or nearly orange variety of
chalcedonic quartz resembling carnelian,
and also to carnelians whose colours are in
alternate bands of red and white.
Sardou, VICTORIES, French dramatist,
born at Paris in 1831. The son of a pro-
fessor, he at first studied medicine, but
abandoned this in favour of literature. Hip
earliest venture was the comedy of La Ta-
verne des ^Itudiants, which proved a failure
at the Ode'on. He was successful, however,
with two plays which he wrote for Dejazet
called M. Garat (1860) and Les PreVSaint-
Gervais (1862). His better-known works,
many of which have been produced on the
English stage, are Les Pattes de Mouche,
Nos Intimes, La Patrie, Daniel Rochat,
Thermidor, and Madame Sans-gene. Some
of his successes have been associated with
Madame Bemhardt, for whom he wrote
Fe'odora, Theodora, and La Tosca.
Saree', a cotton fabric worn by Indian
women to wrap round the person; also, an
embroidered long scarf of gauze or silk.
Sargassum, See Gulf-weed.
Sargent, EPES, an American poet and
dramatist, was born at Gloucester, Mass.,
in 1813; died at Boston in 1880. He was
educated in the latter city and at Harvard
University; became associated with the
Boston Advertiser and the Atlas; removed
to New York, where he was assistant on the
Mirror; and subsequently returned to Bos-
ton to become editor of the Evening Tran-
script. He afterwards devoted himself en-
tirely to literature, and produced, among
other plays, The Bride of Genoa, a poetical
drama; Velasco, a tragedy; various novels
and books of adventure; a Life of Henry
Clay (1852); and two volumes of poetry.
He was the author of that well-known lyric,
A Life on the Ocean Wave.
Saigon, an Assyrian king.   See Assyria.
Sari, a town, Persia, capital of the pro-
vince of Mazanderan, 22 miles east of Bal-
frush, and 15 miles from the shore of the
Caspian.    A considerable trade is carried
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